Christianity within Japanese Religions: Conflict, Emulation, and Dialogue in the
Modern Period (1868-1945)

Christianity has long occupied a unique position in the Japanese cultural and religious
tradition. First introduced in the mid-sixteenth century as a result of Roman Catholic
missions from Europe, it enjoyed a resurgence in the modern period due to its association
with Western culture and learning. Because of its outsider reputation, however, it has often
carried the stigma of being the interloper—a perpetual “Other” that has struggled to
justify its position vis-a-vis more established religions such as the main Buddhist schools
or the intellectual groups and religious organizations stemming from Shinto.

This lecture series seeks to explore the dynamic relationship between the
Christian denominations (Protestantism, Catholicism, and the Orthodox churches)—
minorities that have had an outsized influence on Japan—and other religious traditions,
and within Christianity itself, in the modern era (1868—1945), from both a local and global
context. Whether direct or mediated through contemporary media, these interactions were
not merely contentious; they were also characterized by mutual fascination, emulation, or
even friendship. We contend that the study of modern Japanese religions benefits from
overcoming the sectarian subdivisions that frequently characterize the academic field.

From autumn 2026 through mid-2027, we plan to invite seven or eight speakers
currently residing in Japan. As our schedule is not yet finalized, we welcome expressions
of interest from researchers whose work aligns with the theme of our series. Speakers
who are in the final stages of their doctoral studies are also welcome. We accept talk

proposals in both English and Japanese.
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